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LESCHENAULT DRAFT WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Water 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [9.07 am]: I rise to speak on the release of a draft 
water quality improvement plan released this week for public comment. The Leschenault draft water quality 
improvement plan is one of two new plans funded by the Barnett Liberal–National government through the 
state’s $35 million natural resource management program. The catchments of the Leschenault are the focus of 
greatly increased industrial activity and urban expansion that places increased pressure on the environmental 
health of the local rivers and the estuary. 

This draft plan seeks to engage all sectors of the community to support best management practices to improve 
water quality, water use efficiency and sustainable development towards contributing to the long-term protection 
of the Leschenault Estuary. This initiative demonstrates that this government recognises the importance of 
investing in the improvement and protection of the quality of water in our estuaries, catchments and waterways 
so that the community can enjoy it now and in the future. 

Extensive consultation has been undertaken in the development of this plan, including a community advisory 
group with representatives from the local catchment group, industry organisations and state and government 
agencies. The plan identifies nutrient sources in the catchment and sets priority management actions to reduce 
nutrients while considering environmental, social and cultural values. Excessive nutrients in the estuary and 
lower river systems have influenced the occurrence of blooms of algae that in previous years have led to 
localised impacts in the lower Collie and Brunswick Rivers. The draft water quality improvement plan outlines a 
wide range of management actions for the agricultural catchments, urban areas and industrial precincts to be 
undertaken by government at all levels, by communities and by agricultural enterprises. 

The draft Leschenault plan is out for public comment until 26 September 2011, and I encourage the community 
to provide its comments to contribute to the formulation of the final plan.  
 


